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. . . to secure Idaho’s energy future

. . . proven, cost-effective 
technology for providing 

homegrown, reliable 
baseload energy

Idaho Forest TypesIdaho Forest Types

gy

Strategic Energy Alliance

Wood bioenergy . . .

. .

Idaho Forest TypesIdaho Forest Types

. . . provides 1.8% of 
the energy consumed 
in the U.S. (2007)

id 4 7% f. . . provides 4.7% of 
the energy consumed 
in Idaho

Strategic Energy Alliance

Wood bioenergy recommendations . . .
Create business tax credit
Create biomass removal 
incentive
Expand “Fuels for Schools” 
program
I U S F t S iIncrease U.S. Forest Service 
budget for restoration
Change federal biomass 
definitions
Increase community support

Strategic Energy Alliance

Conclusions 
Wood bioenergy opportunities in 
Idaho are substantial and 
sustainable. 
Many Idaho communities are 
interested in installing wood 
bioenergy facilities, and for 
several reasons. 

Strategic Energy Alliance

Conclusions 
Uncompensated social benefits 
exceed the value of thermal 
energy and biopower production, 
and include 

rural employment, 
improved forest conditions, 
avoided costs of wildfireavoided costs of wildfire 
suppression and post-fire 
rehabilitation, 
improved air quality, and 
reduced greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Strategic Energy Alliance

Wood biopower: electricity @ 5¢–8¢/kWh 
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Electricity “avoided cost” @ 9¢/kWh  Wood biopower: electricity @ 8¢–12¢/kWh 

Fuel treatment benefits

Reduced fire suppression costs
Avoided site rehabilitation costs
Avoided emissions (carbon @ $10/metric ton)

Reduced fire suppression costs
Avoided site rehabilitation costs
Avoided emissions (carbon @ $10/metric ton)

@ 12.6¢/kWh

WGA (2006) Biomass Task Force Report

Conclusions 
These benefits support 
government investment in wood 
bioenergy as a proven, cost-
effective technology for 
homegrown, reliable baseload 
energy.
Such support will be necessary pp y
in the short term to overcome the 
high cost and low reliability 
barriers [of forest biomass 
feedstocks] that currently exist.
The payoff in the long-term will 
be increased energy security. 

Strategic Energy Alliance

. . . opportunity to address 
three challenging issues:
Restoring forest health,
fire resiliency, and 
wildlife habitat
Finding renewable

Wood bioenergy has byproducts . . .

Finding renewable 
energy alternatives
Revitalizing western 
economies

http://www.forestry.org/pdf/dec06.pdf 




