Some 747 milllon U.5. acres—33 percent of
the nation’s 2.24 billion acre land area—is
still forested. Since European settlement
began in the early 1600s about 400 million
acres of forestland have been converted to
other uses, principally agricultura. About 58
percent of the nation's forestland base Is
privately owned—most of it by individuals.
The remaining 42 percent is publicly
owned—the lion's share by the federal
government. [For a detailed discussion

of U.S. land use through time, turn to page 5
and read “A Brief History of U.S. Foresis," by
Doug MacCleery.]

Forests and Wildfire

About two-thirds

of the nation's forests—some

504 million acres—atre classified
as timberland, meaning these
acres are [1] capable of producing
20 cubic teet of industrial wood per
acre per year and [2] not legally reserved
from timber harvest. Another 191 million acres are not
capable of producing 20 cubic feel par acre annually but
serve as municipal watersheds, livestock grazing lands
and recreation areas. Another 52 million acres are legally
reserved for non-timber use, principally in public owned
parks and wilderness areas.

[Source: USFS, Forest Resources of the United States, 1997]
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At 90 percent, Maine is the most heavily forested state, and at one percent North Daketa |s the
mogl sparzaly forestod state [Source: USFES, Forest Resources of the United States, 1997]
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To lgarn more about the Fire
Regime Condition Classes and the
eondition of federal forest lands in
the Wesl read “Weastarn National
Forests: Softwood Resource
Conditions and Management
Implicaticns,” beginning on page 18
and “Uncharacteristic Wildfire Risk
and Fish Consarvation in Oragon,”

baginning on page 41.
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