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Low the land is managed. 
' 

Private land is owned by 

sometimes called "tree 
' farmers." Native American C 

k Idaho's forests have an 
interesting histog of land 
use and ownership. There 
are some places on a map 
where private and public 
land ownershiP looks like 
a checkerboard. In other 
places, large areas of 
forests are managed by 
just one public agency. 

~n ~daho, Lese governmenl ogelde, 
.-I.- core of most public and trust lands. 

STAT€ FORESTS AR€ SPECIAL L 
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MnitCd States aoquired western l a d .  
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1.4 LAND OWNERSHIP IN IDAHO 
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This Land - i s  Whose, Land? 
The story o f  pub7ic and private 7and i n  Idaho 

Long ago, i n  a land we now c a l l  Idaho, there were 
m i l l i o n s  o f  t rees,  and very few people. The forested 
par ts  o f  t h i s  land were l i k e  a patchwork q u i l t .  There 
were forests  o f  many ages. New trees sprouted a f t e r  
f o res t  f i r e s  and there were various ages o f  growing 
forests .  Some o lder  fo res ts  had b i g  pines w i t h  grass 
and f lowers under them. Other o l d  fo res ts  o f  cedar and 
hemlock t rees were deep nd dark. Native people hunted, 
fished, and gathered f o  c! d from the land. 

The Oregon T r a i l  brought new people t o  Idaho. They came 
t o  farm i t s  r i c h  s o i l  and ranch i n  i t s  h igh val leys.  
Then gold was discovered. More people came t o  mine t h i s  
treasure. Through the Homestead Act, farmers, ranchers 
and miners claimed land f o r  themselves. Wood was needed 
f o r  homes, f ue l  , mine supports and r a i l  road t i e s .  Word 
spread about the great fo res ts  o f  Idaho. People came 
from other places where they were running out o f  t rees.  

I 
There were so many trees i n  Idaho! The supply o f  wood 
seemed end1 ess . 
Huge areas o f  the f o res t  were cut  down. No new t rees 
were planted. People worried t h a t  the fo res ts  might 
soon be gone. I n  1891, the United States government set  
aside some land as f o res t  reserves. These reserves 
became nat ional  fo res ts  i n  1905. National fo res ts  are 
owned by a l l  the people o f  our nat ion and cared f o r  
by the U. S. Forest Service. These pub1 i c  lands provide 
many th ings - timber, w i l d l i f e  and f i s h  hab i ta t ,  clean 
water, recreation, scenic beauty, and more. Nearly 40% 
o f  Idaho's land i s  nat ional  f o res t  land. 
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The s tate o f  Idaho has i t s  own forestlands. They 

I are cared f o r  by the Idaho Department o f  Lands. 
. Money made by s e l l i n g  timber from these forests  

supports pub1 i c schools. 

Many forests  i n  Idaho are p r i va te l y  owned. Some 
pr iva te  owners are businesses tha t  manage t h e i r  
forests much l i k e  farmers grow crops. They cut 
down the trees and s e l l  the wood or  make i t  i n t o  
products l i k e  lumber and paper. Then they p lant  
new trees f o r  the future. one example i s  Potlatch 
Corporati on, which ce1 ebrated i t s  100th anniver- 
sary i n  2003. Some pr iva te  forests  are owned by 

I i nd i v i dua l sand fami l i ps .  

Today, i n  the land we c a l l  Idaho, there are many 
fo res t  owners and many uses f o r  our forests.  
Some forests  grow trees f o r  wood and paper 
products. Some are places we go t o  enjoy nature 
and recreate. Some are set aside as Wilderness 
Areas. I n  a Wilderness Area, no one can b u i l d  
houses or  roads. You can' t  d r i ve  a car, use an 
An/ ,  or  even r i d e  a b ike i n  a Wilderness Area. 
No logging i s  allowed. These areas remind us o f  
how t h i s  place we now c a l l  Idab , .  . may have 1 ooked, 
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