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By WOODY ASPEN

Boise, August 7, 1935— The Idaho Legislature
has chosen the western white pine to be Idaho’s
official state tree. Its scientific name, Pinis
monticola, means “pine of the mountains.” It
also has a nickname: “King Pine.” Folks are
asking, “Why the white pine? Why not the
Douglas-fir, ponderosa pine or other trees that
grow in Idaho’s forests?”

Here are some of the reasons:

* The white pine is the most plentiful and
valuable type of tree in the moist forests of
northern Idaho.

* The white pine is one of the fastest-growing
trees. It can grow 2 to 4 feet taller each year.

» It is one of the biggest trees, reaching up to
200 feet tall (as high as a 20-story building), and
nearly 7 feet across.

» White pines produce a lot of wood. A single
white pine may have enough lumber in it to
build a whole house!

* White pine wood has a straight grain. This
makes it an excellent wood for building furni- / grow quickly.
ture and doors. It also makes nice matchsticks! 1 y _ i When People began preventing

» Most importantly, the white pine has - andputting out forest fireg
brought people and wealth to Idaho. Huge = many forests grew thick 'WI;;h
forests of these giant trees started a “timber A trees. Not much sunlight made
rush” in Idaho in the early 1900s. Forest land - : it to the forest floor. §
was in high demand. Sawmills were established » 48 ~ forests do not allow the
and communities sprouted up, filled with 4 - sun-loving white pines to grow.
lumberjacks and millworkers. New businesses e A ’
provided goods and services, like grocery and
hardware stores.
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WwWhite Pine Blister Rust

Blister rust is hiding deep in northern Idaho forests.

5
A deadly fungus (blister rust) has been killing Idaho’s state tree.
In 1910, blister rust sneaked into North America.
It was in a shipment of white pine seedlings grown in France.
It was first seen in Idaho in 1923.
Blister rust’s partners in this deadly scheme are gooseberry
and currant shrubs.
(Their scientific name is Ribes - rhymes with “my bees.”)
The blister rust spends part of its life on Ribes plants.

The rust makes spores that blow from Ribes and land on needles
of the western white pine tree. (Spores work like seeds.)
The rust grows from the spore on the needles.

Then it spreads to the branches and trunk of the tree.
Large sores (“cankers”) form, and the tree eventually dies.
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Dear Editor, s

We’ve been readmg about
the troubles of our state tree,
the western white pine. This
important tree has almost
disappeared for the following
reasons:. 1) the way forests
were logged in the past; 2)
people putting out forest fires;
3) insects that attack and kill
trees; and especially, 4) blister
rust. But it’s not too late.
There are some things we can
do to help!

Did you know that since the
1950’s scientists have been
growing white pines that can
resist blister rust? A scientist
named Richard T. Bingham
noticed something interesting.
Some white pme trees were
amazing!

He realized that
these trees were
different. They
were like “super
pines” that the
blister rust
couldn't kill! .

"Even surrounded by dead

and dying trees, some white

pines were perfectly healthy.
He realized that these trees
were different. They were
like “super pines” that the
blister rust couldn’t kill!

Mr. Bingham collected
cones and seedé from these
“super pines.” From the
seeds; he grew more trees that
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could resist the blister rust.
He created a special orchard
at the University of Idaho in
Moscow, Idaho. There, people
raised healthy white pines to
produce more seeds. This
orchard has produced thou-
sands of pounds of white pine
seeds. Many scientists - at
universities, in government,
and in private companies

continue this work today.

So, we have the seeds.” We
can grow thousands of new
trees from these seeds each
year. We know that western
white pines need open, sunny
places to grow. These kinds
of openings are created by
logging, fire, insect damage,
and other disturbances. We
also need to keep looking for
healthy adult trees that can
resist the blister rust, and
collect their seeds.

There is hope for the King
Pine. Let’s do everything we
can to save it, and let it reign
again in Idaho’s forests!

Signed,
L.L.K:S.
(Long Live the King Society)
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