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NEWS RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   
Media Contacts: 
Betty Munis, Idaho Forest Products Commission, (208) 334-3292; ifpc@idahoforests.org; www.idahoforests.org
Holly Funk, College of Art and Architecture Marketing and Communications Manager, (208) 631-9211 hollyfunk@uidaho.edu;
UI Architecture Students Take Honors in “Best Use of Idaho Wood” Design Contest
 
MOSCOW, Idaho – December 17, 2015 – Three University of Idaho architecture students were awarded top honors in a “Best Use of Idaho Wood” competition to design a marketplace in Moscow, Idaho. The projects were judged on how their designs demonstrated a creative solution and knowledgeable application of integrated design and an innovative use of wood.
Caleb Ehly of Sandpoint, ID won the competition and received a first place plaque and $500.  William Juarez of Filer, ID, and Nick Buckley of Boise, ID earned merit awards for second and third place designs and each received plaques and $250. 

Ehly’s elegant winning design used five native Idaho woods; Douglas fir for Glulam beams in tension as the main support, lodgepole pine as rigid supporting frames, western hemlock for flooring and finish, ponderosa pine for finishing, trim and detail and western red cedar harvested from burned forest for charcoaled siding. 
"The IFPC Wood design project acted as a form finding experience through a structural notion for me,” said competition winner Caley Ehly.  “I was able to explore and learn more about what Idaho wood had to offer not only a decorative form but as a structural member in a long span project."

The competition is sponsored annually by the Idaho Forest Products Commission (IFPC) and the American Institute of Architecture (AIA) Idaho Chapter with a goal of encouraging, recognizing and supporting the creative and innovative use of Idaho wood in architectural design.  Twenty-one students prepared designs for the competition as part of their third year architect studios of UI architecture professors Diane Armpriest and Carolina Manrique Hoyos.  

“The IFPC competition was an exciting opportunity for students to explore the possibilities of wood as an expressive material for structural and non-structural elements in architectural design. Students proposed creative and diverse solutions for a 34,000 sq-ft city market building developed as an infill project in downtown Moscow,” said Professor Manrique Hoyos. “Both theme and material informed the design process since the initial stages contributing to a more responsible and sensitive approach in their architecture proposals.”  
"This project, like every project, is an opportunity to grow as a designer,” said award recipient William Juarez of Filer.  “It is always a great challenge to accept the limitations that every project has and explore new and innovative solutions. This project has challenged me to design and redesign in order to find a balance between practical design and expressive design."  Juarez used beautiful wood screens in his simple yet sophisticated design to “incorporate nature within an urban city”. 
(over)
Third-place winner Nick Buckley of Boise designed a creative glulam system for the roof. "This project gave me an opportunity to learn to use wood both structurally and aesthetically,” noted Buckley.  “It also challenged me to stretch my knowledge of wood and what feats it can be used to accomplish." 
In addition to the competition, students spent time exploring inspirational wood structures and construction designs throughout the world.  Students also visited the University of Idaho’s Experimental Forest to learn about forest ecosystems, native tree species, sustainable forestry and aspects of forest certification.  During a tour of Idaho Forest Group’s sawmill in Grangeville, the students had a first-hand look at how logs are processed into lumber.

“The collaboration between IFPC, AIA and the University has become richer with each year of the competition,” Armpriest noted. “I am sure it has been a memorable learning experience that will provide a strong base for learning about and developing new applications for wood in architecture.” 
During an awards luncheon on the UI campus, architect Christopher Patano, FAIA from Patano Studio Architecture of Seattle and Coeur d’Alene spoke to the students about Locally Sourced Mass Timber in Architecture. Patano joined experts from around the region to jury the projects including Boise architect Jeremy C. Jeffers, AIA Idaho Central Section President; Darin Ball, Idaho Resource Manager of Potlatch Corporation and UI Architecture Professor Bruce Haglund.
The Idaho Forest Products Commission sponsors professional and student design competitions for the “Best Use of Idaho Wood” to create a dialogue between the people providing wood products and the people using wood products.  
“The students’ ideas are impressive,” said IFPC director Betty Munis.  “They see the beauty of building with wood and clearly understand the sustainable aspects of using a locally grown renewable resource.”  Munis added, “The world is changing quickly with how wood is being used architectural design,” said IFPC director Betty Munis. “From skyscrapers and innovative new building products to carbon storage and renewability, wood has become the “go to” resource for architects
This is the fourth year the Idaho Forest Products Commission has sponsored a “Best Use of Idaho Wood” competition to urge professional and student architects to encourage, recognize and support the creative and innovative use of Idaho wood in architectural design.
About UI   

The University of Idaho is one of only 72 land-grant research universities across the country. Home to nearly 12,000 students, the UI is a leader in student-centered learning and excels at interdisciplinary research, service to businesses and communities and in advancing diversity, citizenship and global outreach. UI is home to the Vandals and competes in the Big Sky Conference and Sun Belt Conference. Learn more: www.uidaho.edu.
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